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A “Home” for the Holidays
By Patricia Newby, Shelter Director

As the end of the year fast approaches, many people plan to be with family for the holidays. What vision or 
memory does that evoke for you? Family means many things, doesn't it? Here at EBAS, we are a different sort 
of family, 2 and 4 legged alike. But at the shelter we are indeed a home for the holidays, and we offer laughter, 
caring, hope, respite, and we become a community.  So while we hope you celebrate in your fashion, please 
know that we celebrate our home for the holidays with love because they give us paws, too. 

Milestones
By Patricia Newby, Shelter Director

What milestones did you celebrate in 2023? Are you planning for the holidays that will be here oh so soon? Do 
you feel life has ebbs and flows, that you blink, and the year is nearly gone? We do, sometimes. Often, things 
feel insurmountable, but we look back and we are on the other side. How? One day, one animal, one gift at a 
time. I know, you have heard it all before, our community is simply the best, but you must know we can’t do 
this without everything you do - every financial gift, the sharing of our posts on Facebook, every word of 
encouragement, each person who so unselfishly gives his or her time to be the boots on the ground so to speak, 
people who come to give our dogs rides to help with their boredom and those who provide random gifts for 
staff and volunteers because sheltering can be hard, harder than most realize. Our shelter animals might be 
misplaced in the moment, but oh, how they are loved. Some are thrilled to be our guests, as for some, this is the 
best they have ever been treated. They thrive. Others are initially lost, and their hearts hurt, they are bewildered 
and do not understand why they aren’t “home” any longer. We try to sit with each and snuggle, play, and 
whisper to them. Our dogs go on walks, they get frozen treats, chew treats, clean beds, and play time. Our cats 
have colony rooms with toys, so many toys, but if they feel they should be the only cat in the world we give 
them their own cat condo to reside in with daily enrichment and play time. We truly try our best to spend time 
and to enjoy all animals while they’re with us, and we are so grateful when each one is matched to the right 
home. Three times a day someone is with the “guests”, even on holidays. We do all this because you allow us 
to continue. Please remember that kindness matters. You matter, they matter, and we need you to help us be 
their voice. We are grateful from the bottom of our hearts, and we wish you peace for the holidays and the year 
ahead.
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Murder Mystery Dinner
Our 1st ever EBAS Murder Mystery Dinner fundraiser was a sell-out event and huge success! The costumes 
were creative, the food was delicious and the fun was plentiful! Thank you for all who attended, donated and 
sponsored our event. We can't wait to reveal what we have in store for next year!

In Memory
This edition of the EBAS newsletter is dedicated in loving memory of Jan Jeffcott. Jan was a longtime volunteer, 
board member and an all-around champion of our shelter. Her kindness and steadfast devotion to our cause was 
second to none. Our thoughts and prayers are with all who were lucky enough to have had their lives made better 
by knowing her.
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Thank You!
Audrey Herbst
Tim Van Slambrouck
Dick & Elgie Seibert
Mary Lou Jennings & Sue 
Stevens
Margaret, David, and Peggy 
Groleau
Alan Hubbard
Sandy Norton
Barbara Snyder
Deborah & *Callie* Le Blanc
Northern Wolves Pound #174 
MODD
Tracy Tryan
Margo Crook
Jim Ostlund
Stephen Haarman
Dixie Anderson
Keith & Debra Parshall
Betty Fisk
Sandy Jenerou
Nancy Heeman
Andy Del Greco
Bruce & Michelle Steinfeldt
Chandra Rasset
Susan Robishaw
David Mishko
Don & Linda Leonard
Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church
Maurita Peterson Holland

Holiday Motel
Janean Luttmann
Eugene & Judy Hagy
Vee Scudder
Darl McLean
Diane Lehto
Sheila Marks
Wanda Nowak
Jean & Ralph Clayson
Chuck Gifford
Theresa Creeden
AJ & Suzanne Rachmaninoff
Nancy Kreuzwieser
Daniel & Berthenia Allison
Brenda & Tom Faulkner
Linda Boisclair
Lori Winsor & Jeff Hewitt
King's Fish Market Retail
Tami & Kevin Koski
Francis Schwantner
Jan Biddick & Ron Vandenbrink
James & Elizabeth Green
Deanna Clifton
Fred Jenerou
Bethany Carlson
Randall & Julie Liebelt
Patrick & Joann Fay
Richard & Karen Zyczynski
Jody Champion
Joann Milavec

Michael Brock
Cindy Kidd
Kenneth Collum
Louise Yeiser
H&H Automotive LLC
Troy's Transmission & Auto Repair
Mary & Bob Whinnen
Jane Turner
Thomas & Diane Koval
Julie Manial
Betty & Edward Leonard
Kristina Behrens
Kewadin Elders Unit 4
Patricia Bonham
Kittie Fairbrother
Gary Swayer
Jackie Miller
Arthur Souter
Joan Gutierrez
Loreena King
Kathy Ellsworth
Tony
Brad Erskine
Laurie Rubick
Marnie Hoezee
Barbara and Ken Collum
Nila Haug
Shannon & Bruce Handel
Behrens Family
Brandi Lynn's Photography
Training with Trina LLC



In Our Care - Rugby
By Patricia Newby, Shelter Director

      This year has certainly been the year of the cats, and from wood piles, under porches, 
     alongside roads they have come. But Rugby, while he certainly hadn't been treated 
     kindly recently (maybe not ever) needed our help. While I was sitting in an airport 
     waiting for a flight, my phone dinged. Someone had found an emaciated feline with 
     patches of fur missing and something wrong with his jaw. The shelter was full, like 
     full. By maneuvering and shifting and calling in favors a space opened, and the boy 
     arrived. Yes, he had an old jaw fracture, yes, he was very underweight and yes, he 
     absolutely knew how to purr. Shortly we found that hard food with water added could 
     be readily eaten, and oh, how he loved to have people attention. When he gained a 

pound or two, off to Thompson Vet Clinic he went for some TLC of the veterinarian type. It was discovered he 
had an open fracture of the jaw that was now healing, and they also confirmed that he was just the nicest 
boy. The clinic dubbed him “Rugby” because he looked pretty banged up. Rugby drools initially when you pet 
him and will sit on your lap for hours, as he is way content to be snuggled. His jaw is a bit crooked, but it just 
makes him more endearing. He is the sweetest black boy with the most charming personality. He has a couple 
of shelter caregivers who spend special time with him, and he absolutely deserves it.

Happy Tales About Happy Tails
Apollo

By Debbie Huebner

     After losing a beloved family pet, I decided to go to the Eva Burrell Animal Shelter to see what 
    kittens were available, and there we found three little six-week-old, adorable orange fluff balls to 
    choose from. I picked one of the male kittens, and we named the newest member of our  family 
    “Apollo”. I loved him right from the start but the more he grew, the more our love for each other 
    grew.❤ Apollo was the most cuddly cat I have ever met; if someone sat and snuggled him in a 
    lap all day long he was very content. He got along well with any dogs, cats, and people he met. 
    He was my sidekick, and he even slept next to me every night. Apollo made my life so much 

better and I’d like to believe I gave him the best life any cat could ever ask for. Because of the love of Apollo, our 
home will never be without at least one cat.
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Have you lost a pet or found a stray?
 Eva Burrell Animal Shelter         (906) 341-1000   Mstq. Public Safety (906) 341-2133
 Sheriff  (906) 341-2122   Thompson Vet. Clinic                   (906) 341-2813

 State Police (906) 341-2101
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Karen Klaus – Sue Robishaw and
 Steve Schmeck, Ruth Annelin, 
  Deborah & *Callie* Le Blanc,
 Gloria Haindl, Betty Turner, Ardith
 & Colleen Gannon, Carol Weinert,
  Cynthia Winn, Joy Anderson, Doug
 & Nancy Tyrrell, Judith Egeler, Rex
 & Judy Slingsby, Angela LaLonde,
  The Gardner Family, Brian & Cindy
 Bender, Neil & Debra Hartman,
  Alvid & Susan Snellenberger,
 Michael & Gail Rudisill, Charles &
 Lael Thelander, Christopher Lund
Laurie Hellsten Rolander – Larry &
 Julie Roscioli & Bette Hough
Linda Chandley– Russell & Carol
 Poole
Lyle and Cleo Kotchon – Terry and
 Joyce DeMars
Martha Pfaff – Dawn Pfaff
Olivine Andrews – Patricia Newby
Peggy Garland – Patricia Newby
Robbie Smiley – Patricia Newby
Robert Blockland – Dr. Gail
Roberta (Bobbi) Root – Patricia
  Newby
Shirley Burns – Doris Ribblet
David Neadow – Family

In Memory
Alton Volz – Randall & Terry Savage
Connie Lange – Patricia Newby
Dan Crosby – Tony Wright, Melissa
 Schwartz, James & Shirley
 McDonough, Rex & Judy Slingsby,
  Harry & Nancy Whaling, Betty
 DeSautel, Janice & Frenchy
 Desfosses, Rita Salter, Earl &
 Dorothy Johnson, Cresence
 Schwartz, Larry & Carolyn Crosby,
  Fred and Bea Stephenson, Sharon
 Lewis, Lynn & Robert Aleksov,
  Butch & Barbara Wood, Abbey
  Wood, and Syrea MacDonald
Dave and Bert Smith – Patricia
 Newby
Doreen Mendelssohn – Judy
 Pokrywki
Doris and Edwin Demars – Terry
 and Joyce DeMars
Ellie Tennant – Mike & Kim Burnis
Frank Hastings – Joyce Schumacher
Jan Jeffcott – Patricia Newby, Kathe
 and Rick Nedeau, Susanne Barr,
 Laura Gasaway, Loving Friend, Ron
 Pavlik, Lynn Olson, Nancy Strawe,
  Deborah & *Callie* Le Blanc, Dixie
 Anderson

Vickie Holcomb – Roy Holcomb
*Alli* & *Suki* – Robert & Sherry
 Hampton
*Bailey* & * Vader* – Carol
 Ambeau
*Benji* – Farral Bradtke
*Bioux* – Mary Jo & Kent Vaughn
*Elmer* – Sigrid Doyle
*Homer* – Joseph & Jane Barnes
*Jackson* – David & Tina Baumann
*Lucky*, *Hunter*, and 
  *Ginger* – Roman & Jane
 Kujacznski
*M* – Chandra Rasset, Patricia
 Newby
*Mece* – Jody Champion
*Midnight Joy* & *Pooh* –
 Patricia Newby
*Miles* – Bob & Amy Dravland
*Peanut* – Roger Zazeski
*Rocky* & *Peanut* – Lee & Jan
 Ekblad
*Roxie* – Kelly and Randy
*Ruby* – Lynn Olson
*Stella* – Jan Biddick
*Vicious* & *Manticore* – Troy
*Vincent* – Matthew Bach

Bully Sticks (not made in China)
Yak chews
Canned pumpkin, no additives
Odor Zero Laundry Odor Eliminator
Tidy Cat Litter (non-clumping)
Purina All Stages cat food, Purina 
Complete cat food
Diamond Lamb and Rice dog food

4th Health Lamb and Rice
Dr. Tim's, any brand food
Paper towels
Toilet paper
No-scent dryer sheets
Bottled water
Kind words
Amazing homes

Wish List



Canine Pain Sensitivity by Breed - Surprising Results!
Dog breeds differ in pain sensitivity, but these differences don’t always match up with the beliefs people - 
including veterinarians - hold about breed specific pain sensitivity. In a new study from North Carolina State 
University, results found that a dog’s temperament (specifically in the way they interact with strangers) may 
influence the way veterinarians view breed pain sensitivity.

Veterinarians have a fairly strong consensus in their ratings of pain sensitivity in dogs of different breeds, and 
those ratings can be at odds with ratings from members of the general public, according to North Carolina 
researchers. The researchers wanted to know – first – is any of it true?  If we take 15 dogs of 10 breeds rated as 
high, medium, and low pain sensitivity thresholds, would we see differences, and if so, would they be consistent 
with what veterinarians believe? Or is it possible that these views are the result of a dog’s emotional reactivity 
and behavior while interacting with a veterinarian?

To answer this question the researchers looked at both male and female adult healthy dogs from 10 breeds 
subjectively rated by veterinarians as having high (Chihuahua, German Shepherd, Maltese, Siberian Husky) 
average (Border Collie, Boston Terrier, Jack Russell Terrier), or low (Golden Retriever, Pitbull, Labrador 
Retriever) pain sensitivity.  A total of 149 dogs participated in the study.

To measure pain sensitivity, the NC State team looked to methods used in human clinical
medicine.  Since reactivity to external stimuli is a measure commonly used in neurology and pain clinics for 
humans, researchers adapted these measures for pet dogs and used them in the study. Each dog’s sensitivity to 
pressure and temperature was tested by pressing a pressure tool (think of both ends of a ball point pen, pointed 
and blunt) then a warm thermal probe against the top of the back paw. The stimulus was withdrawn immediately 
when the dog moved the paw. Each test was repeated five times and the results were used to measure 
sensitivity.

The researchers also conducted two tests of emotional reactivity that were designed to see how the dogs reacted 
to unfamiliar things or people and to mimic some of the stressful aspects of a visit to the vet:  the novel object 
test and “disgruntled stranger” test. The novel object was a stuffed monkey that moved and made noise. The 
disgruntled stranger was a person involved in a loud phone conversation prior to noticing and calling the dog 
over. These sensitivity tests were compared to questionnaires that veterinarians and the general public had filled 
out on breed pain sensitivity.

The researchers found that there are real breed differences in pain sensitivity thresholds, but that those 
differences don’t always match up with rankings from veterinarians. For example, Maltese tended to have a high 
sensitivity threshold, or low pain tolerance, which meant they reacted quickly to pressure and temperature 
stimulus. This finding was in line with how veterinarians ranked them. However, veterinarians also thought 
Siberian Huskies were highly sensitive - but test results placed Huskies in the mid-range.  In fact, several of the 
larger breeds veterinarians ranked as sensitive actually had an average-to-high pain tolerance.

Researchers noted that dogs who were less likely to engage in the novel object and disgruntled stranger 
scenarios were also sometimes rated as having a lower pain tolerance, raising the question of whether an 
animal’s stress level and emotional reactivity at a vet visit could influence a veterinarian’s pain tolerance rating 
for that breed. These behavioral differences might explain the different veterinarian ratings, but not the actual 
pain tolerance between breeds. The study is exciting because it shows that there are biological differences in 
pain sensitivity between breeds. Now we can begin looking for potential biological causes to explain these 
differences which will enable us to treat individual breeds more effectively. These findings show that we need to 
think about not just pain, but also a dog’s anxiety in the veterinary setting.
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Thompson Veterinary Clinic
G. Hoholik, DVM - T. Gustafson, DVM - H. Way, DVM 



EVENTS

Thank You to
Superior State Agency

of Manistique
for sponsoring this quarterly newsletter.

We appreciate your support!
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Sunday, December 10: Soup lunch/bake sale, 11 am – 2 pm, Manistique Senior Center. Lunch will feature up to 
a dozen delicious soups, along with breads and desserts. The bake sale will offer baked goods, cookies, cakes 
and the well-loved homemade truffles! 

Thank You to Our Benefactors!
U.P. Tire & Auto
Dennis & Bernardine 
Badal
Nicolet National Bank
Tractor Supply Co
Graymont Port Inland
County of Schoolcraft
Hiawatha Township 

In Honor

2023 EBAS Board – Patricia
 Newby
Anna Sjogren and Elsa Couch –
  Patricia Newby
Betty & Jane – Haug Nila
Brian Jones and Lynda Johnson
 Wedding – Bob Nelson
EBAS Staff – Patricia Newby
EBAS Volunteers – Patricia
 Newby
Jo Blahnik – Ron Pavlik
John & Brenda Osterhout – 
Doug & Heidi Troyer
Laura & Bruce Magnusson’s
 Wedding – Ben & Alice Carley
  Patricia Newby

Vets4Pets-US – Nancy & Roger
 Irie, First Street Coffee Gang,
 Joyce Schumacher, James Wayne
Patricia Newby – Ron Pavlik,
 Paula Hough, Bonnie Kilburn,
  Marlene Hillman, Ann Marie
 Brownell, Leslie Mrozek, Steve
 Taylor Jr., Barb Riley, Micky
 Coullard Walker, Judi Behrens,
  Anna Sjogren, Lynn Marie Olson.
  Kimberly Randolph, Debra
 Owens, Melissa Schwartz,
  Kathe Nedeau, Jody Talback
 Champion, Julie Mahan, Debbie
 Finton & Micah Brown, Lisa
 Brabant McBride, Kalli Jurack,
  Susanne Barr, Susan Whitener



Yes, I want to assist the shelter in its work. My tax-deductible donation will help 
the shelter in this mission.

I support the mission and would like to make a contribution of $_____________.

I would like to sponsor an adoption with a contribution of $75.

I would like to be a “Friend of the Shelter” and apply for membership
   Business - $50   Family - $15   Individual - $10   Senior - $5   Student - $5

Name:  ___________________________________________________

Street Address: ___________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________________

 
 ***        No, I do not wish to be listed as a contributor in your newsletter and 
           wish to remain anonymous
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Eva Burrell Animal Shelter Mission Statement
The Eva Burrell Animal Shelter (EBAS) believes that it has the ability and power to effect change one animal at a time. It is our goal 
to be worthy of their lives, to be enriched by their presence and not to miss the lessons they teach. We pledge to educate, to lead by 

example, to learn, to help when and where we can, to be diligent in our fundraising, and to be worthy of the trust placed in us.
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